
 
RIASCD Board of Directors Meeting 

November 27, 2997 
 

Meeting Minutes 

 

President, Betty Calise, called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

Members Present: Judy Paolucci, Betty Brito, Lucille Andolfo, Karen Seitler, Bill 

Fasano, Mike Barnes, Jayne Berghorn, Bernie DiLullo, Peter McLaren, Ann Marie 

Dubuque, Roy Seitsinger, Linda Lavoie 

 

1. President’s Report:  

 Bill made the motion to approve the minutes of September 11, 2007, seconded by 

Karen. Minutes were approved as written. 

 Lucille and Mark presented an update for Affiliate Excellence. Deadline for 

submission of all material is December 7, 2007. 

o  Executive Summary will include a narrative text, video CD and will be 

linked to the web so that evaluators will have four ways to access the 

information. 

o A portfolio with hard copies will be made for each report. 

o Membership aggregation will be organized and be included. 

o Theme “Beacon of Light” Lighting the Way to Best Practice. 

 

Kudos from everyone- to Lucille and Mark for all the hard work they are 

doing it is very much appreciated by all association members. 
 

ELL Study for the Commissioner of Education: (Betty, Ken, Bill, Lucille, Betty) 

 Betty C. and Betty B. met with Ken DiPietro to prepare for meeting with Ken 

Swanson. Lucille created a budget proposal of $8,000. Budget includes money for 

a focus group and clerical assistance to complete the project. 

o Request has been made to NSRE for NECAP data. 

o Ken suggested using retired ELL teachers to help with data. 

o Goal is to publish by May 2008. 

o Peter sited 3 Major Criteria for Success that should be addressed in the 

study: 



 Demographic Data 

 Test Data 

 Looking Gaps and Trends 

o Sub-committee members Betty C., Betty B., Judy, Ken, Jayne, Lucille, 

Bill and Linda. 

 

RIASCD Committees and Action Plans: 

 ISLAC standards are being revised by a committee made up of many affiliation- 

there is a good representation from across state and constituents. 

o Concern: Leadership development must be addressed. 

o Leadership Modules are developed – 

 Framed around work of the regulations. 

 Concerns about how they are being marketed at only the principal 

level – should they be marketed beyond just principals, such as 

aspiring principals and teachers? 

 Numbers are low in participation right now. 

 Ann Marie indicated that Special Education has a10 module 

session program scheduled for Sped. Directors, principals, 

coordinators. They are exploring the topics recruitment and 

retention of highly qualified and building collegiality – college 

credits are funded through a federal grant. 

 Mary Canole is running a Superintendents training – 

¶ 20 Superintendents are participating – unfortunately this 

training has not yet been extended to Assistant 

Superintendents. 

 

2.  Executive Director’s Report: 

 Betty passed out a survey for ASCD. 

 Boston Conference has over 534 Pre- conference registrations and 760 Full 

conference registrations – Rhode Island represents 8.9% of those registrations. 

o Rhode Island has exclusive rights to bookstore! Betty, Lucille, Andy and 

Deb Carrano have ordered all materials. 

o Betty will be attending the first fully paid Executive Directors Meeting in 

Washington, D.C. – December 6 & 7. 

o Judy Haynes Book Gala Financials 2007 

  Made approx $4,000 in book sales and registrations- paid $1,700 

for catering.  

  Signed up 18 new members! 

 

3.Treasurer’s Report:  

 GOOD NEWS we are making money! 

o $3,295 in registrations for Rojas 3/07 conference to date. 

o Expenses are down. 

o  We have enough money for a CD – this will put on the next 

agenda for discussion and a vote. 

 



4. Communication Report 

 Mark discussed Website updates  

o Please check it out! 

o Calendar is designed to be interactive, 

o Survey Monkey only 2 responses to date, 

o Creating a link for “Board Members”, 

o Old Journal will be added,  

o Perhaps a PD free on-line course could be offered? 

 

 Jayne discussed journal 

o Vin Hawkins would like to be part of this work. 

o Reformat needed? 

o Use ASCD archives to find articles 

o February 1, 2008 deadline 

o Contributions needed – “Student Lead Learning” theme. 

o Newsletter – further discussion needed, are we maintaining 

this document now that we have web site? 

o Mark and Lucille have submitted articles. 

 

5. Program Committee 

 Judy presented updates 

o January 15, 2008 General Membership – Peter will be 

presenting “How to create an inquiry-performance based 

task.”- Work will be focused on Grade Span Expectations. 

o Betty is check on Radisson availability for this presentation. 

o Sylvia Blanda is scheduled for the April 22 General 

Membership meeting. 

o Rojas registrations 53 to date- can seat 100 so please send out 

flyers to your district. 

o Author’s Forum – have contracts for Rita Stein- “Connecting 

Character to Conduct”, Steven Wessler-“Respectful Schools”, 

Jonathan Erwin – “Classrooms of Choice”. 

o 2008 - Thinking about the following:  Karen Kurzman - 

“Writing for Understanding”, Nancy Love? 

o Please push Gayle Gregory in your districts. 

o Still need people for Pre-Service Conference March 1- (Book 

and Registration table) 

6. Influence Committee 

 Learning First Alliance 

o Committee is looking for ways to acknowledge the work and 

movements in districts that continue to receive state 

designation as “insufficient progress”. There is progress being 

made in all districts that show movement and that should be 

acknowledged! 



o The Learning First Alliance Conference will feature a theme of 

“Best Practices for Improving Student Achievement”.  Date to 

be announced. 

 

7. Other 
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 Roy reported that State Department of Education is currently working 

on budget. There will be cuts, but where has not been “definitely” 

decided. He will keep us posted! 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting made by Bill, seconded by Ann Marie. Meeting adjourned 

9:00 pm. 

  

 


